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BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The patient is a 76-year-old gentleman who presented to the emergency room at Deerbrook on/or about 01/20/2024 with a chief complaint of chest pain. The patient has a history of coronary artery disease. He presented on 01/20/2024 at 11:38 a.m. He has a known history of coronary artery disease, hypertension, history of lymphoma and hyperlipidemia. He had three stents placed past Tuesday (the patient presented on Saturday). Blood pressure initially was low at 62/46, pulse 81, respirations 18, temperature 97 and oxygen saturation 78%. The patient was placed on normal saline. Initial EKG done at 11:42 a.m. showed evidence of ST-T wave elevation consistent with anterolateral MI. Initial EKG showed classic reciprocal changes in the leads III and aVF consistent with anterolateral MI.

Initial BNP was 22.5, CPK-MB 3.2, and troponin 0.33. Dr. Abbasi discussed the care with Dr. Klem who ordered IV fluids, dobutamine, Plavix 300 mg of loading, aspirin 243 mg once and heparin 6000 IU IV bolus and transferred to HCA Kingwood Cath Lab. Subsequently, later the dobutamine and Plavix were canceled without any reason by Dr. Abbasi, only bolus of 250 cc was given. During the ER course, the patient’s blood pressure remained low. The patient subsequently was transferred at 12:40.

CONCLUSION: The patient was transferred to Kingwood Emergency/Cath Lab in a timely manner. The question remains that even though Dr. Klem recommended IV fluids and dobutamine to address the blood pressure, this was not done and the blood pressure throughout the emergency room stayed in the 60s. There are no notes as to why Dr. Abbasi canceled the dobutamine order and the patient was transferred with low blood pressure. Also, there is no communication between Dr. Abbasi and the cardiologist at Kingwood as far his orders and his needs before the patient was transferred to the Cath Lab.
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